
The Friends of Leith Hall!

Supporting the future of Leith Hall through 
Promotion, Education and Participation!

Dear Friends, 

Since our last newsletter in February it might appear that we have been very quiet, but I can assure you all 
that we, and the NTS, have been busy behind the scenes.  Our quiz night in March was very well attended 
with Rannes Hall full and a great evening was had by all.  Equally the Easter family fun day and duck 
race was great, albeit a bit damp.  Our photography competition has yielded some very Special Spots and 
we are preparing next years calendar to show them off.   Our AGM has been held and we continue to 
involve ourselves both with the NTS and increasingly AberdeenshireÕs planning authority to ensure Leith 
HallÕs continued setting and appeal to visitors in the future.    

Leith Hall has remained closed this year with the NTS making preparations for the renovations aiming to 
reopen in 2012. The gardeners and rangers have been busy and the grounds continue to evolve and are 
always worth a visit.   

While it is good for us to stay in touch, the real reason for this newsletter is to gain your support for some 
ongoing Friends activities and near term targets; 

¥!WeÕre supporting Stephen and the NTS rangers in renovating the nature room at Leith Hall 

¥!We intend to apply for Charitable Status by the end of the year 

¥!We are producing a fundraising calendar, similar to last year.  

¥!WeÕre holding a Beetle drive on the 19th November, Rannes Hall 

WeÕd very much appreciate your support, whether it be in participation, encouragement, suggestions or 
simply purchasing a calendar to send to friends as a seasonal gift. 

We hope to hear from you soon 

Gr‡inne            (Chairperson) 

Dates for your Diary;       
19th November        Beetle drive and afternoon tea.  Rannes Hall, 2.30 pm 

The Friends of Leith Hall 
Leith Hall 
Kennethmont 
Aberdeenshire   
AB54 4NQ 

www.friendsofLeithhall.co.uk 
info@friendsofleithhall.co.uk 

October 2011!
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A story from Linda!

It was during a train journey from Inverness to Edinburgh that I got into a conversation with an American 
lady.  When I asked her if it was her Þrst visit to Scotland, she replied, ÒNo, my secondÓ and she continued 
recounting a fascinating story.!

This lady, it appears, is a renowned artist in America.  She had heard that the colours in Scotland in the Fall 
were exquisite and spent some time here visiting remarkable gardens.  Her travels took her to Aberdeenshire, 
where she visited Leith Hall.  She described how awestruck she was by the colours of the trees, vivid green, 
orange and yellows of all shades, mingled to make an unimaginable kaleidoscope of colours. She set up her 
easel and set to work, enjoying the music coming from the Hall.  She assumed there was some recital or 
concert in progress as many voices joined in familiar songs, albeit a little outdated.!

While working she saw a young man dressed in what appeared to be pyjamas with a light brown coat over 
his shoulders.  The man, although handsome, had obviously been in some sort of accident as he was using 
crutches and seemed shaky, needing to rest on the wall to be able to light his cigarette.  The lady had wanted 
to paint the gentleman but hadnÕt in sensitivity to his injuries.  When she had Þnished and packed her 
equipment away, she took a walk through the walled gardens and meeting the gardener, stopped a while to 
talk with him.  She mentioned that she had very much enjoyed the music from the hall.  The gardener looked 
rather bemused at this and suggested that she had made a mistake as Leith Hall had been closed for the 
season.!

Leith Hall was used as a military hospital during WW1.  The Laird at the time, Charles Edward Leith Hay 
was enthusiastic about music and put on several concerts to help heal the emotional scars of the young men 
there.!

If you have any further articles youÕd like to submit for the interest of the friends, or indeed any feedback 
or suggestions, our contact address can be found in the newsletter header.   

News from the National trust for Scotland:"October Update"!

Following budget approval by the National Trust for Scotland for the Leith Hall project in February, planning 
applications for the renovations of the mansion house were submitted to Aberdeenshire CouncilÕs planning 
department in May.   Negotiations between the planning department, Historic Scotland and the NTS continue 
and planning permission has yet to be granted.  One of the ideas rejected thus far has been a new access to the 
tea room.    Due to the length of time taken to receive approvals, the NTS has decided not to commence any 
of the proposed works during the winter.  Detailed planning continues so when works begin, they can be 
delivered quickly.  It remains their intention to reopen Leith Hall in 2012.!

Inside the hall the NTS curatorial teams are in the process of completing a full inventory of the collections.  
This is intended to ensure the safe keeping of the collection during the renovations when storage will 
obviously be necessary.!

In the gardens Tim and Aimee have got stuck in to some major projects.  Both the gardeners and Stephen, 
with the ranger service, have worked with Kennethmont primary school rebuilding community ties which 
have been sadly lacking in the last few years. Last term all 29 children at the school achieved their John Muir 
Awards after visiting Leith Hall throughout the Spring term. During their visits they learnt about the estate, its 
wildlife, how to look after it and how to improve it by planting 100 wildßower plugs in the meadow.  Tim 
and Stephen are developing a full programme of activities throughout the school year. These include the 
children designing their own ßower beds, learning all about animal homes, Þnding out how to grow their own 
vegetables and training to lead their own guided walks. All of these activities link straight back in to the 
Curriculum for Excellence and involve the NTS staff in a school which is very much a centre of the 
community.!

Stephen is pushing ahead with plans to renovate the Nature Room which the Friends of Leith Hall are 
supporting both with their time and funding.!

On the estate, the East Lodge has suffered from being robbed of its roof lead twice, however it has now been 
let, providing both a measure of security and an income to the estate.!

A lot of work remains but we look forward positively to 2012.!


